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THE SONG OF THE VINEYARD 
 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
“1Now let me sing to my Well-beloved 
A song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard: 
My Well-beloved has a vineyard 
On a very fruitful hill. 
 
2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, 
And planted it with the choicest vine. 
He built a tower in its midst, 
And also made a winepress in it; 
So He expected it to bring forth good grapes, 
But it brought forth wild grapes. 
 
3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
Judge, please, between Me and My vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done to My vineyard 
That I have not done in it? 
Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, 
Did it bring forth wild grapes? 
 
5 And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; 



And break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
 

6 I will lay it waste; 
It shall not be pruned or dug, 
But there shall come up briers and thorns. 
I will also command the clouds 
That they rain no rain on it.” 
 
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 
And the men of Judah are His pleasant plant. 
He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; 
For righteousness, but behold, a cry for help.”   
 
 
A. God’s Plan and Provision 
 
 1. A vineyard on a fruitful hill 
 
 2. Stone cleared out 
 
 3. Choicest vine planted 
 
 4. A tower built 
 
 5. A winepress also built 
 
 6. Expectation: 
 Good grapes 
 
 
B. Potential Wasted 
 
Wild grapes came forth! 
 
C. Judgment 
 
 1. Hedge taken away 
 
 2. Wall broken down 
 
 3. Vineyard wasted 
 
 4. No more work of pruning and digging 
 
 5. No rain 
 
 6. Briers and thorns would come up 
 



THE SINS OF ISRAEL LISTED 
 
Isaiah 5:8-30 
 
“8 Woe to those who join house to house; 
They add field to field, 
Till there is no place 
Where they may dwell alone in the midst of the land! 
 
9 In my hearing the LORD of hosts said, 
“Truly, many houses shall be desolate, 
Great and beautiful ones, without inhabitant. 
 
10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath,  
And a homer of seed shall yield one ephah.” 
 
11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning, 
That they may follow intoxicating drink; 
Who continue until night, till wine inflames them! 
 
12 The harp and the strings, 
The tambourine and flute, 
And wine are in their feasts; 
But they do not regard the work of the LORD, 
Nor consider the operation of His hands. 
 
13 Therefore my people have gone into captivity, 
Because they have no knowledge; 
Their honourable men are famished, 
And their multitude dried up with thirst. 
 
14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself 
And opened its mouth beyond measure; 
Their glory and their multitude and their pomp, 
And he who is jubilant, shall descend into it. 
 
15 People shall be brought down, 
Each man shall be humbled, 
And the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled. 
 
16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, 
And God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteousness. 
17 Then the lambs shall feed in their pasture, 
And in the waste places of the [i]fat ones strangers shall eat. 
 
18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of vanity, 
And sin as if with a cart rope; 



 
19 That say, “Let Him make speed and hasten His work, 
That we may see it; 
And let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come, 
That we may know it.” 
 
20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; 
Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; 
Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
 
21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, 
And prudent in their own sight! 
 
22 Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, 
Woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink, 
 
23 Who justify the wicked for a bribe, 
And take away justice from the righteous man! 
 
24 Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble, 
And the flame consumes the chaff, 
So their root will be as rottenness, 
And their blossom will ascend like dust; 
Because they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, 
And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 
 
25 Therefore the anger of the LORD is aroused against His people; 
He has stretched out His hand against them 
And stricken them, 
And the hills trembled. 
Their carcasses were as refuse in the midst of the streets. 
For all this His anger is not turned away, 
But His hand is stretched out still. 
 
26 He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar, 
And will whistle to them from the end of the earth; 
Surely they shall come with speed, swiftly. 
 
27 No one will be weary or stumble among them, 
No one will slumber or sleep; 
Nor will the belt on their loins be loosed, 
Nor the strap of their sandals be broken; 
 
28 Whose arrows are sharp, 
And all their bows bent; 
Their horses’ hooves will seem like flint, 
And their wheels like a whirlwind. 
 



29 Their roaring will be like a lion, 
They will roar like young lions; 
Yes, they will roar 
And lay hold of the prey; 
They will carry it away safely, 
And no one will deliver. 
 
30 In that day they will roar against them 
Like the roaring of the sea. 
And if one looks to the land, 
Behold, darkness and sorrow; 
And the light is darkened by the clouds.” 
 
 
SINS OF ISRAEL 
 
1. Avarice 
 
2. Drunkenness 
 
3. Ignorance 
 
4. Arrogance 
 
5. Perversity 
 
6. Rejection of God’s laws 
 
7. Injustice 
 
 
THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA 
 
Isaiah 40:1-9 
 
“1Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” 
Says your God. 
 
2 “Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, 
That her warfare is ended, 
That her iniquity is pardoned; 
For she has received from the LORD’s hand 
Double for all her sins.” 
 
3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the LORD; 
Make straight in the desert 
A highway for our God. 



 
4 Every valley shall be exalted 
And every mountain and hill brought low; 
The crooked places shall be made straight 
And the rough places smooth; 
5 The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
And all flesh shall see it together; 
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
6 The voice said, “Cry out!” 
And he said, “What shall I cry?” 
“All flesh is grass, 
And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 
 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
Because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
Surely the people are grass. 
 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever.” 
 
9 O Zion, 
You who bring good tidings, 
Get up into the high mountain; 
O Jerusalem, 
You who bring good tidings, 
Lift up your voice with strength, 
Lift it up, be not afraid; 
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  
 
 
A. BEHOLD YOUR GOD 
 
1. A message of comfort  Isaiah 40:1-2 
 
2. Content of this message 
 
 a) Warfare ended 
 
 b) Iniquity pardoned  Isaiah 40:2 
 
3. Preparation for the coming of the Lord 
 
 a) A voice in the wilderness 
 
 b) “Prepare the way of the LORD” 
 
  i) Make straight in the desert 



 
  ii) A highway for our God 
 
  iii) Every valley exalted 
 
  iv) Every mountain/ hill brought low 
 
  v) Crooked places made straight 
 
  vi) Rough places made smooth  Isaiah 40:3-4 
 
4. The Glory of the LORD 
 
 a) It shall be revealed   
 
 b) All flesh shall see it 
 
 c) The mouth of the LORD has spoken  Isaiah 40:5 
 
5. A further Message  
 
 a) All flesh (Human life)  
 
  i) It is like grass 
 
  ii) It withers 
 
  iii) The flower fades 
 
  iv) Loveliness is like grass that withers Isaiah 40:6-8 
 
 b) In direct Contrast 
 
 The word of God stands forever   Isaiah 40:8b 
 
6. Preaching/Teaching Task of Zion 
 
 a) “Behold your God!”    Isaiah 40:9 
 
 b) Good tidings 
 
 c) To be proclaimed 
 
  i) With strength  
 
  ii) Without fear    Isaiah 40:9



B. THE NEW ERA 
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE LORD    
 
Isaiah 40:10-17 
 
10 Behold, the Lord GOD shall come with a strong hand, 
And His arm shall rule for Him; 
Behold, His reward is with Him, 
And His work before Him. 
 
11 He will feed His flock like a shepherd; 
He will gather the lambs with His arm, 
And carry them in His bosom, 
And gently lead those who are with young. 
 
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
Measured heaven with a span 
And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? 
Weighed the mountains in scales 
And the hills in a balance? 
 
13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, 
Or as His counsellor has taught Him? 
 
14 With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, 
And taught Him in the path of justice? 
Who taught Him knowledge, 
And showed Him the way of understanding? 
 
15 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, 
And are counted as the small dust on the scales; 
Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 
 
16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, 
Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering. 
 
17 All nations before Him are as nothing, 
And they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless. 
 
 
1. After the Forerunner’s Ministry  Isaiah 40:1-9 
 
 a) Matthew 3 
 
 b) Mark 1 
 
 c) Luke 3 



 
 d) John 1 
  
 
2. The Actual Ministry of the Lord God described  
 
 a) Strength 
 
 “Behold, the Lord GOD shall come with a strong hand” Isaiah 40:10a 
 
 b) Rule 
  
 “And His arm shall rule for Him”  Isaiah 40:10b 
 
 c) Reward 
 
 “Behold, His reward is with Him”  Isaiah 40:10c 
 
 d) Work 
 
 “And His work before Him”   Isaiah 40:10d 
 
 e) Shepherding work 
 

i) “He will feed His flock like a shepherd” 
 

ii) “He will gather the lambs with His arm, 
And carry them in His bosom” 
 
iii) “And gently lead those who are with young”    Isaiah 40:11 

 
f) This was a prophetic description of the Ministry of the Lord Jesus 
 
 i) The Lord God’s work 
 
 ii) It is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 
3. The Lord God Re-discovered 
 
 a) His Greatness I 
 

“Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
Measured heaven with a span 
And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? 
Weighed the mountains in scales 
And the hills in a balance?”   Isaiah 40:12 
 



b) His greatness II 
 
15 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, 
And are counted as the small dust on the scales; 
Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 
 
16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, 
Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering.  
 
17 All nations before Him are as nothing, 
And they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless. 
 
       Isaiah 40:15-17 
c) His Knowledge and wisdom 
 
“13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, 
Or as His counsellor has taught Him? 
 
14 With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, 
And taught Him in the path of justice? 
Who taught Him knowledge, 
And showed Him the way of understanding?” Isaiah 40:13-14 
 

 
C. PAST IDOLATROUS WAYS AND THE LORD COMPARED 
 
Isaiah 40: 18-26 
 

“18 To whom then will you liken God? 
Or what likeness will you compare to Him? 
 
19 The workman moulds an image, 
The goldsmith overspreads it with gold, 
And the silversmith casts silver chains. 
 
20 Whoever is too impoverished for such a contribution 
Chooses a tree that will not rot; 
He seeks for himself a skilful workman 
To prepare a carved image that will not totter. 
 
21 Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
 
22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, 
And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 



Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 
 
23 He brings the princes to nothing; 
He makes the judges of the earth useless. 
 
24 Scarcely shall they be planted, 
Scarcely shall they be sown, 
Scarcely shall their stock take root in the earth, 
When He will also blow on them, 
And they will wither, 
And the whirlwind will take them away like stubble. 
 
25 “To whom then will you liken Me, 
Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the Holy One. 
 
26 Lift up your eyes on high, 
And see who has created these things, 
Who brings out their host by number; 
He calls them all by name, 
By the greatness of His might 
And the strength of His power; 
Not one is missing.”        
 
 
1. Comparison 
 
“To whom then will you liken God? 
Or what likeness will you compare to Him?”  Isaiah 40:18 
 
“To whom then will you liken Me, 
Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the Holy One” Isaiah 40:25 
 
 
2. The Idols that Israel used to worship 
 
 a) Work of the goldsmith    Isaiah 40:19a 
 
 b) Work of the silversmith    Isaiah 40:19b 
 
 c) Work of the wood carver    Isaiah 40:20 



3. The Lord God described 
 
 a) Man’s Ignorance 
 

“Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? “  
      

Isaiah 40:21 
b) Majesty 
 
“It is He who sits above the circle of the earth” Isaiah 40:22a 
 
c) Power 

 
“Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in”  Isaiah 40:22c 
 
d) Sovereignty  
 
“23 He brings the princes to nothing; 
He makes the judges of the earth useless. 

 
24 Scarcely shall they be planted, 
Scarcely shall they be sown, 
Scarcely shall their stock take root in the earth, 
When He will also blow on them, 
And they will wither, 
And the whirlwind will take them away like stubble.”  

Isaiah 40:23-24 
 

e) God as the Almighty Creator 
 
25 “To whom then will you liken Me, 
Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the Holy One. 
 
26 Lift up your eyes on high, 
And see who has created these things, 
Who brings out their host by number; 
He calls them all by name, 
By the greatness of His might 
And the strength of His power; 
Not one is missing”     Isaiah 40:25-26 

 
 
 
 



D. BATTLING DESPAIR EFFECTIVELY 
 
Isaiah 40:27-31 
 
“27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 
And speak, O Israel: 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 
And my just claim is passed over by my God”? 
 
28 Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
The everlasting God, the LORD, 
The Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Neither faints nor is weary. 
His understanding is unsearchable. 
 
29 He gives power to the weak, 
And to those who have no might He increases strength. 
 
30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
And the young men shall utterly fall, 
 
31 But those who wait on the LORD 
Shall renew their strength; 
They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint.” 
        
 
1. The Despair Challenged 
 
“Why do you say, O Jacob, 
And speak, O Israel: 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 
And my just claim is passed over by my God”? Isaiah 40:27 
 
 a) Way hidden from the LORD 
 
 b) Claims passed over by God 
 
2. Reasons for these feelings of despair 
 
 a) Lack of knowledge 
 
 b) Lack of faith 
 
 c) Lack of strength 
 



 d) Failure in life 
 
3. God’s Answer 
 
 a) Rediscovery of God 
 

“Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
The everlasting God, the LORD, 
The Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Neither faints nor is weary. 
His understanding is unsearchable.”  Isaiah 40:28 
 
 i) The everlasting God 
 
 ii) The LORD 
 
 iii) The Creator 
 
 iv) His understanding is unsearchable 
 
 
b) Finding Renewal in God 
 
“29 He gives power to the weak, 
And to those who have no might He increases strength. 
30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
And the young men shall utterly fall, 
31 But those who wait on the LORD 
Shall renew their strength; 
They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint. ”  Isaiah 40:29-31 
 
  
 i) Power to the weak 
 
 ii) Strength to those who have no might 
 
 iii) Renewal of strength to all who wait on the LORD 
 
 iv) No weariness nor weakness (faint)  

 
  
 
 
 
  


