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INTERMEDIATE SUNDAY SCHOOL     15 JANUARY 2022 
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
Text: Matthew 8:18-22 
Subject: THE MINISTRY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 
THE MULTITUDES 

And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to 
the other side.  

Matthew 8:18 

1. There was a great multitude about the Lord Jesus Christ 

2. Yet, He gave a command to His disciples: 

 a) To leave the great multitude 

 b) To cross the Sea of Galilee to the other side 

3. Why did the Lord Jesus do this? 

 a) His knowledge of the human heart 

  i) Not all who thronged Him believed  

  ii) Not all would become disciples 

 b) The Lord’s commitment 

  i) To preach the Gospel 

  ii) To all of Israel 

  iii) And not just to one city of Israel 

THE QUESTION OF DISCIPLESHIP 

19 Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever 
You go.” 

20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 

21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.” 

22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 
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Matthew 8:19-22 
 
1. Two prospective Disciples 
 
2. Both came to the Lord expressing their desires to follow Him 
 
A CHALLENGE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
 
1. A scribe 
 

a) He is a scholar of the Scriptures 
 
b) He devotes his life to studying and teaching the Scriptures 
 

2. His express wish 
 

a) He wants to follow the Lord Jesus wherever He may go 
 

b) He was probably very sincere about this 
 

3. The Lord’s Reply to him 
 

a) He spoke as to a scholar 
 
b) Two illustrations were given: 
 

i) Foxes have their holes (lairs) to go to when the sun goes down 
 
ii) Birds of the air also have their nests 

 
c) The Lord Jesus was the Son of Man 
 

i) He has no permanent dwelling place 
 
ii) He moves from town to town 

 
d) Was the scribe able to follow the Lord Jesus in this manner? 
 

i) Many scribes led soft lives 
 
ii) Their lives were very confined to their teaching work 

 
iii) They are used to the comforts of life 

 
iv) They are not used to traveling the way the Lord Jesus did 

 
ANOTHER CHALLENGE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
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1. There was one who was already called “a disciple” 
 
2. The actual identity of this Disciple is not disclosed 
 

a) He was not just one of the Multitudes 
 
b) He was not an apostle 
 
c) The Lord had many who may be called “disciples” 
 
d) It is not limited to The Twelve 
 

3. He was already following the Lord Jesus 
 
4. He raised a question to the Lord 

21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.” 

22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 

Matthew 8:21-22 
 

a) He asked for permission to bury his father 
 
b) This is an idiomatic way of speaking 
 

i) His father had not died yet 
 
ii) He was saying that he would like to follow the Lord but only after 

he has buried his father 
 

iii) But what if the father were to live another 20 or 30 years? 
 

5. The Lord’s reply 
 

a) There were some who were spiritually dead 
 

i) They would never approve of their sons to follow the Lord Jesus as  
disciples 

 
ii) Should the son not obey the Lord Jesus instead? 

 
b) The Lord was asking the Disciple to understand and make his choice 
 

i) He would not force anyone to be a Disciple 
 

ii) To be a true and good disciple sometimes involves hard choices 
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iii) One must choose between obeying God or obeying man 

 
CHALLENGES 
 
1. The first challenge is to become a believer 
 
2. The second is to be a Disciple 
 
3. It takes the following to make the right choice: 
 

a) Knowledge 
 
b) Wisdom 
 
c) Courage 
 
d) Faith  
 

 
 
 
 

 


