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May-Jun Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”

Message Title : “The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers” 18 May 2025
Text: Matthew 21:33-41

INTRODUCTION
1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”
a. To study the continuing ministry of the Lord Jesus
b. To learn deeper lessons as His disciples

2. Our focus today — “The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers” Matthew 21:33-41



THE PARABLE OF THE WICKED VINEDRESSERS
1. “Hear another parable” Matthew 21:33
a. The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers
b. Taught in succession to the Parable the Two Sons
c. Directed to the chief priests and elders
2. Acertain landowner Matthew 21:33-34
a. Planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it
b. Dug a winepress in it and built a tower
c. Leased it to vinedressers and went afar
d. When vintage-time drew near
i. The landowner sent his servants to the vinedressers
ii. To receive some fruit

iii. This was meant as the vinedressers’ payment to him for the lease

THE WICKED RESPONSE OF THE VINEDRESSERS

1. The first set of servants that was sent Matthew 21:35
a. Thevinedressers took them
b. Beat one, killed one, stoned another

2. The second set of servants that was sent ~ Matthew 21:36
a. More servants than the first group
b. Yetthey were treated likewise by the vinedressers

3. The son of the landowner sent Matthew 21:37
a. In hope that the vinedressers will respect the son

b. Instead, the vinedressers killed the son to seize his inheritance



4. The obvious response from the landowner Matthew 21:40-41
a. He will destroy the wicked vinedressers when he comes
b. He will lease his vineyard to good vinedressers who would render to him the
fruits in their seasons
IMPORTANT LESSONS FROM THE PARABLE OF THE WICKED VINEDRESSERS
1. The wickedness of the chief priests and scribes highlighted
a. Avreference to the chief priests and scribes contextually
i. They were religious leaders (vinedressers)
ii. Who had been entrusted by God (landowner)
iii. To look after Israel (vineyard) cf. Isaiah 5
b. Their repeated wickedness
i. Towards God’s prophets and messengers (landowner’s servants)
ii. Towards the Son of God (landowner’s son)
c. The judgement to come
i. Because they never relented from wickedness
ii. God would severely judge them for their sins
2. Practical application for everyone
a. Being responsible in what God has entrusted to us
b. Being accountable to God
c. Giving due honor and regard to His Son and His servants

d. Being fruitful in all that God has called us to do



