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May-Jun Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”
Message Title : “Render to God the things that are God’s” 15 June 2025
Text: Matthew 22:15-22
INTRODUCTION
1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”
a. To study the continuing ministry of the Lord Jesus
b. To learn deeper lessons as His disciples
2. Our focus today — “Render to God the things that are God’s”
Matthew 22:15-22

A RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL TRAP TO ENTRAP THE LORD JESUS

1. Two groups of people that came together to entrap the Lord Jesus
Matthew 22:15-16

a. The Pharisees
i. They were the religious leaders of the people
ii. They saw the Lord Jesus as a threat to their religious influence
iii. They plotted to entangle and entrap Him with the Herodians
b. The Herodians
i. They were a pro-Roman political party
ii. They saw the Lord Jesus as a potential threat politically

iii. They came together with the Pharisees in this scheme



c. These 2 groups of people
i. They were normally hostile to each other
ii. They became “friends” because of a common goal
2. The trap laid by the Pharisees and the Herodians  Matthew 22:16-17
a. They questioned Him on the matter of paying of taxes to Caesar
i. The Roman empire collected taxes from the people they subjugated

ii. These taxes would be used to fund the political activities of the Roman
empire

iii. The Jews did not like to pay taxes to Caesar
b. The possible outcomes that the Pharisees and Herodians were seeking

i. Should the Lord Jesus state His support for taxes, He would anger the
Jewish people who resented Roman rule

ii. Should the Lord Jesus not state His support for taxes, He could be
accused of political rebellion
THE DEEP WISDOM OF THE LORD JESUS
1. The Lord Jesus perceived their wickedness Matthew 22:18
a. They were not genuinely seeking the truth
b. They were seeking to test and trap Him
c. He called out their hypocrisy
2. The response of the Lord Jesus
a. He asked for a denarius (Roman coin) Matthew 22:19
b. The question raised

i. “Whose image and inscription is this?”



ii. The obvious answer — “Caesar’s” (the Roman emperor)
c. The wisdom of the Lord Jesus

i. “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s”
(Acknowledging the legitimate authority of the government over citizens)

ii. “And to God the things that are God’s”
(Recognizing the ultimate allegiance of children of Israel is still to God)

3. The retreat of the Pharisees and Herodians Matthew 22:22
a. They marveled at the deep wisdom of the Lord Jesus
b. They had no answer to such profound truth

c. They had failed in their plot and went their way

ENCOURAGEMENT TO US ALL
1. Appreciating the Example of the Lord Jesus
a. Deep perception
b. Deep wisdom
c. Responding with wisdom and truth to challenging situations
i. Choosing not to compromise or take sides even when pressured
ii. Standing firm on the truth
2. Appreciating the truths that the Lord Jesus was teaching
a. To be good citizens

i. Earthly authorities ought to be acknowledged and obeyed when not in
conflict with the truth of Scriptures

ii. We ought to render the things of world that are due to the rightful
earthly authorities (i.e. paying of taxes) cf. Romans 13:7

b. To be good children of God



i. Our ultimate loyalty and allegiance are to God our Father

ii. We ought to render the things that are God’s to God (our life, our
worship, our service)



