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May-Jun Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”

Message Title : “Which is the great commandment in the law?” 29 June 2025
Text: Matthew 22:34-40

INTRODUCTION

1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”

a. To study the continuing ministry of the Lord Jesus



b. To learn deeper lessons as His disciples
2. Our focus today — “Which is the great commandment in the law?”
Matthew 22:34-40
THE GREAT COMMANDMENT IN THE LAW
1. The Pharisees Matthew 22:34-36
a. They gathered together to challenge the Lord Jesus again
b. One of them, a lawyer, came to Him with a question to trap the Lord Jesus
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”
2. The complexity of this question
a. The commandments of God
i. There were the Ten Commandments Exodus 20

ii. There were also many other commandments in the Old Testament (in
the hundreds)

b. To single out a commandment as “greater” than the others
i. There would be no justification for this
ii. Any commandment singled out would allow the Pharisees to attack
the Lord Jesus for disregarding the others
THE PROFOUND RESPONSE OF THE LORD JESUS
1. He answered the question
a. With deep wisdom and confidence
b. He did not avoid the trap but dismantled it head on
2. The response of the Lord Jesus
a. He cited the Shema as the first great commandment Matthew 22:37-38

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.” Deuteronomy 6:4



i. This was a prayer-call of Israel that every Jew was taught to recite
daily

ii. Loving God should be understood as the first great command
b. A further word on the second Matthew 22:37-38
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” Leviticus 19:18
i. This was a command to love others as one would love oneself

ii. Loving and caring for others should be understood as the second
great command

c. The summation of the law  Matthew 22:39

i. All the commandments of God taught in the Scriptures (the Law and
the Prophets) are derived from these two core commands!

ii. The practice of these two commands would enable one to fulfil the
commandments of God!
ENCOURAGEMENT TO US ALL
1. Faithin God
a. ltis not about following rules
i. What we ought to do
ii. What we ought not to do
b. Itis about having a relationship with God
i. Tolove Him
ii. Tolove others because that is what He desires of us
2. Our challenge
a. Tolove God
i. With all our heart

ii. With all our soul



iii. With all our mind
b. To love others as ourselves

c. To fulfil God’s Word in our lives and glorify Him



