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Jul-Aug Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”

Message Title : “He who humbles himself will be exalted”
Text: Matthew 23:5-12

INTRODUCTION

20 July 2025

1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”

a. To study the continuing ministry of the Lord Jesus
b. To learn deeper lessons as His disciples

2. Reading Matthew 23



a. Aseries of rebukes against the scribes and Pharisees
b. Important lessons to learn concerning that which is wrong and dangerous

3. Our focus today — “He who humbles himself will be exalted” Matthew 23:5-12

THE HYPOCRISY OF SEEKING PRAISE FROM MEN
1. The Lord Jesus’ observation of the scribes and Pharisees  Matthew 23:5
a. They did works in order to be seen by men

b. They wore enlarged religious symbols with the intent of publicly displaying
their “devotion”

i. Phylacteries (a small box containing Scripture that is worn on the
head or arm)

ii. Borders of garments (tassels that were meant to remind them of
God’s commandments)

2. A further observation by the Lord Jesus Matthew 23:6-7
a. They love to be given the best places / seats (places of honor)
i. Atfeasts
ii. Atsynagogues
b. They love to be greeted and called by men as

i. “Rabbi, Rabbi”
ii. Meaning: teacher, master, spiritual father

iii. It was aterm of high regard and honor

THE CHALLENGE TO BE HUMBLE
1. To not seek honor or praise from men Matthew 23:8, 10
a. To not seek to be called “rabbi” by others
b. For there is only One Teacher for all — that is the Christ

c. We ought to regard each other as brethren



2. To give the highest glory and honor to God the Father Matthew 23:9
a. Itis notto say that we cannot regard and honor others
i. Asteachers
ii. Asspiritual fathers  cf. 1 Corinthians 4:15
b. The issue here is to not elevate man to the same level as our Heavenly Father
3. To be humble Matthew 23:11-12
a. Christ Himself exemplified Servant-Leadership Matthew 20:28
i. The Son of Man did not come to be served
ii. Buttoserve
b. The Lord’s Word to all
i. To serve humbly
ii. To not seek praise from men or exalt oneself

iii. To receive the exaltation that God would give to the humble

ENCOURAGEMENT TO US ALL
1. To humble oneself
2. To live and practice our faith humbly

3. To seek the exaltation that comes from God



