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Jul-Aug Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”

Message Title : “Shutting up the kingdom of heaven” 27 July 2025
Text: Matthew 23:13-15

INTRODUCTION
1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”
2. Reading Matthew 23
a. A series of rebukes against the scribes and Pharisees
b. Important lessons to learn concerning that which is wrong and dangerous

3. Our focus today — “Shutting up the kingdom of heaven”  Matthew 23:13-15

SHUTTING UP THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AGAINST MEN
1. The rebuke of the Lord Jesus Matthew 23:13
a. He severely rebuked the scribes and Pharisees

b. Woe would come upon them

c. For they would be severely judged for their hypocrisy and their evil influence

2. The evil of the scribes and Pharisees

a. Rejecting the Lord Jesus and entrance into the kingdom of heaven

i. They prided themselves as religious leaders



ii. Butthey were in fact hypocrites who rejected the Lord Jesus and His
kingdom

b. Shutting up the kingdom of heaven against men
i. Even worse was how they spread their false teachings to others
ii. Hindering others from entering the kingdom of heaven
THE GREAT CONDEMNATION THAT WOULD COME
1. The Lord Jesus
a. He pronounced great condemnation against the scribes and Pharisees
b. Because of the great destruction that they brought to others
2. Devouring widows’ houses Matthew 23:14
a. Widows were a highly vulnerable group of people who needed help
b. They pretended to pray and sympathize with widows to gain trust
c. They abused this trust to devour (rob) the widows of what they had
3. Grooming other proselytes Matthew 23:15

a. They would spare no effort in grooming new proselytes to spread their false
teachings

b. Their converts
i. Often became worse and more hardened than them
ii. Would spread even greater damage to others
iii. Will even more so be subjected to judgement and condemnation
IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US ALL
1. False teachers and false teachings
a. They will harm and hurt anyone (even the weak and vulnerable)
b. They can potentially hinder one from the kingdom of heaven

2. Our challenge



a. To beware of false prophets and false teachings ~ Matthew 7:15-20
i. This was taught by the Lord Jesus
ii. By their fruits you will know them
b. To grow in truth and righteousness through the Word of God
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be filled.”
Matthew 5:6



