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Jul-Aug Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”
Message Title : “Woe to you, blind guides” 3 August 2025
Text: Matthew 23:16-22

INTRODUCTION

1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”

2. Reading Matthew 23
a. A series of rebukes against the scribes and Pharisees

b. Important lessons to learn concerning that which is wrong and dangerous

3. Our focus today — “Woe to you, blind guides” Matthew 23:16-22

THE FOOLISHNESS AND BLINDNESS OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES

1. The Lord Jesus addressing another problem



a. He addressed another problem that the scribes and Pharisees perpetuated
b. This was a problem that concerned swearing / making a vow
2. What the Scriptures taught Numbers 30:1-3

a. If a man makes a vow to the LORD,
Or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement

b. He should not break his word
c. He should do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth

3. How the scribes and Pharisees twisted the truth
a. The Lord Jesus pronounced woe and judgement against them
b. They had set up a twisted system of swearing and making vows
c. How their twisted system was expressed  Matthew 23:16, 18

i. Anyone who swears by the temple can break his vow
But whoever swears by the gold of the temple must perform it

ii. Anyone who swears by the altar can break his vow
But whoever swears by the gift on the altar must perform it

TRUTH AND CORRECTION FROM THE LORD JESUS
1. The Lord Jesus condemned the scribes and Pharisees
a. They were blind guides to the people
b. They were foolish and blind
2. Pointing out their error and hypocrisy Matthew 23:17, 19

a. The scribes and Pharisees placed more value on material wealth than
spiritual worth

i. Gold as more important than the temple
ii. Gift as more important than the altar

b. The Lord’s rebuke



i. Itisthe temple of God that sanctifies the gold that is greater
ii. Itisthe altar of worship that sanctifies the gift that is greater
iii. The temple, altar, and all things belong to God
iv. Any swear or vow that is not honored or performed is a sin against
God
ENCOURAGEMENT TO US ALL
1. Deep wisdom from the Lord Jesus  Matthew 5:33-37
a. Itis better not to swear at all
b. But let your “Yes” be “Yes”, and your “No”, “No”
c. Anything “more” than truth is from the evil one
2. What God desires in all of us
a. Not outward appearances or pretentious words
b. But to live with
i. Integrity
ii. Honesty

iii. Inall that we say and do



