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Jul-Aug Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”

Message Title : “The weightier matters of the law” 10 August 2025
Text: Matthew 23:23-28

INTRODUCTION

1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”
2. Reading Matthew 23

a. A series of rebukes against the scribes and Pharisees

b. Important lessons to learn concerning that which is wrong and dangerous

3. Our focus today — “The weightier matters of the law” Matthew 23:23-28

NEGLECTING THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS OF THE LAW

1. Another woe pronounced against the scribes and Pharisees
Matthew 23:23

a. They were hypocrites who spared no effort in keeping the law of tithes
i. Even the smallest of things were calculated and tithed accordingly
ii. Even as small as herbs — mint, anise, cummin

b. Yetthey neglected the weightier matters of the law



i. Justice, mercy, and faith

ii. These were what God was seeking people to learn and practice
through His laws

2. The blindness of the scribes and Pharisees illustrated Matthew 23:24
a. Straining out a small gnat (from a cup of wine)
b. Yet blind enough to swallow an entire camel

c. They were totally blind to the intent and purpose of God’s laws despite their
legalism

THE TRUE SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES
1. The Lord Jesus saw right through them
2. They focused on ritualistic cleanliness Matthew 23:25
a. They pride themselves in holding traditions like cleaning the cup and dish
b. But their hearts were
i. Full of extortion
ii. Full of self-indulgence

c. Without the cleansing of the heart, their lives would not be clean no matter
what they did externally Matthew 23:26

3. They were spiritually dead  Matthew 23:27
a. Like whitewashed tombs
i. Beautiful on the outside
ii. Yet full of dead men’s bones and uncleanness
b. The Lord Jesus’ evaluation of them Matthew 23:28

i. They may appear outwardly righteous to men (to those who are
undiscerning and naive)



ii. But the reality was that they were full of hypocrisy and lawlessness on
the inside
IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US ALL
1. Guarding against the problem of the scribes and Pharisees
a. Hypocrisy
b. Focusing on appearances and activities
c. Blind towards justice, mercy, and faith
2. Our challenge
a. To honestly evaluate our spiritual state

b. To seek inner cleansing and holiness above the external



