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Jul-Aug Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord (cont)”

Message Title : “You are witnesses against yourselves” 17 August 2025
Text: Matthew 23:29-36

INTRODUCTION
1. Continuing our Pulpit Series — “Deeper lessons from the ministry of the Lord”
2. Reading Matthew 23
a. A series of rebukes against the scribes and Pharisees
b. Important lessons to learn concerning that which is wrong and dangerous

3. Our focus today — “You are witnesses against yourselves” Matthew 23:29-36

THE FINAL WOE PRONOUNCED
1. The hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees Matthew 23:29-30
a. They build the tombs of the prophets
b. They adorn the monuments of the righteous

c. They claim that they would not have harmed God’s servants — unlike their
forefathers

2. The reality and truth
a. They are witnesses against themselves Matthew 23:31-32
i. They would end up like their forefathers

ii. They too would bear the guilt of murdering the prophets of God

b. The Lord Jesus’ rebuke of them Matthew 23:33
i. They are serpents, a brood of vipers

ii. They are in danger of the condemnation of hell

A PROPHETIC WORD GIVEN CONCERNING THE FUTURE



1. The unfortunate future of the Lord’s servants Matthew 23:34
a. The Lord Jesus would send out His servants
i. “Prophets, wise men, and scribes”
ii. These would be the apostles, pastors, and evangelists
iii. Who would continue His work
b. The scribes and Pharisees
i. They would kill and crucify the Lord’s servants
ii. They would scourge the Lord’s servants in the synagogues
iii. They would persecute the Lord’s servants from city to city
2. Consequences

a. The righteous blood of God’s servants throughout history will be on their
forefathers

b. The righteous blood of God’s servants to come will also be on them
c. All the things forewarned by the Lord will happen upon this generation (near
future)
IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US ALL

1. Mistakes of the past (and of our forefathers) must not be repeated

2. Continuing in sin will lead to severe judgement

3. The challenge for us all
a. Torepent from sin

b. To guard against sin



