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Nov-Dec Pulpit Series — “My soul magnifies the Lord”
Message Title : “He has shown strength with His arm”
Text: Luke 1:51-52

INTRODUCTION

1. Pulpit Series — “My soul magnifies the Lord”

2. Reading Mary’s Magnificat (Mary’s song of Praise) Luke 1:46-55

a. Learning from Mary’s spirit of joy and praise
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b. Learning to also celebrate Christmas with joy and praise in our hearts

3. Our focus today — “He has shown strength with His arm”

APPRECIATING THE STRENGTH OF GOD

1. Appreciation of God in Mary’s Magnificat

a. Heregards the lowly Luke 1:48
b. He is mighty and holy Luke 1:49
c. Heis merciful Luke 1:50

d. He exercises His strength Luke 1:51

2. The strength of God

a. Heis able to do things that no one else can



b. He can effect change and reversal

c. He has wonderfully shown and displayed His strength Luke 1:51-52
i. In scattering the proud
ii. In putting down the mighty

iii. In exalting the lowly

GOD’S STRENGTH AGAINST THE PROUD AND MIGHTY

1. “He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts”  Luke 1:51
a. God scatters the proud (causes them to fail)

b. Even as they imagine (plot) within their hearts
2. “He has put down the mighty from their thrones” Luke 1:52
a. God brings down those who see themselves as mighty and powerful
b. Even kings and rulers will be brought down
3. Appreciating God’s strength against the proud and mighty
a. Pharoah Exodus
i. He was king over Egypt and God’s people — the children of Israel
ii. He resisted God’s command to let Israel go again and again
iii. God sent 10 plagues against him
iv. Pharoah had no choice but to concede to God
b. Herod the king Matthew 2
i. He plotted to kill the Christ

ii. His plans would fail utterly



GOD’S STRENGTH IN EXALTING THE HUMBLE
1. “And exalted the lowly” Luke 1:52
a. God lifts up those who are humble and lowly in heart
b. God can raise up even the lowliest of people
2. Appreciating God’s strength in exalting the humble
a. David
i. A humble shepherd boy 1 Samuel 16

ii. He was described in his youth as “a man after God’s own heart”
Acts 13:22

iii. God raised him to be king over Israel
b. Mary herself Luke 1
i. An ordinary young woman
ii. She had no status nor wealth

iii. She was chosen to be the mother of the Son of God

ENCOURAGEMENT TO US ALL
1. God
a. God has shown His strength in wonderful ways
b. God uses His strength to change lives
i. To bring down the proud and mighty
ii. To exalt the humble
c. God’s strength is wonderfully displayed in Christ

i. His life



ii. His ministry
iii. His victory over sin and death
2. Our challenge
a. Toseek God’s strength that is able to change our lives
b. To trust in God’s strength

c. To magnify our God who has shown strength with His arm



