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Jan-Apr Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”
Message Title : “She did it for My burial” 4 Jan 2026
Text: Matthew 26:1-13
INTRODUCTION
1. Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”

a. Reading Matthew 26-28 and concluding the Gospel of Matthew

b. To learn poignant lessons concerning the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ

c. To be challenged to find a deeper appreciation of the Lord Jesus and our
salvation in Him

2. Our focus today — “She did it for My burial” Matthew 26:1-13

THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS DRAWS NEAR
1. The Lord Jesus speaks to His disciples Matthew 26:1-2

a. The Passover commemorated God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt through
the blood of the lamb cf. Exodus 12

b. He, as the Passover Lamb, would be soon delivered and crucified for the sins
of mankind

2. The evil planned against the Lord Jesus Matthew 26:3-5
a. By the Jewish religious leaders

b. To take the Lord Jesus by trickery and kill Him after the feast



A PRECIOUS ACT OF LOVE AND WORSHIP FOR THE LORD JESUS
1. The Lord Jesus Matthew 26:6
a. He knew His end was near
b. He spent time with those whom He loved at the house of Simon the leper
2. The anointing of the Lord Jesus
a. Awoman came to Him Matthew 26:7
i. Having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil
ii. She poured it on His head as He sat at the table
b. Comparing with John’s account John 12:1-8
i. This woman was identified as Mary
ii. She not only anointed the Lord’s head but also His feet with fragrant oil
3. The significance of Mary anointing the Lord Jesus
a. Adeeply personal expression of love and worship for the Lord Jesus
b. The great value of Mary’s gift

i. Estimated to be a full year of income for a common daily worker in
those days

ii. To Mary, the Lord Jesus was worthy of such a gift and more
c. The anointing of the Lord’s head and feet
i. In honor of the Lord (His head)

ii. In deep humility before the Lord (His feet)

THE LORD JESUS HONORS MARY
1. An unfortunate response from the disciples

a. They got upset with Mary and spoke unkindly to her Matthew 26:8-9



i. This was Mary’s own personal decision and gift to the Lord

ii. They were mere observers who had no right to comment, and yet they
did

b. They felt that this gift was a waste of money
i. They were mindful of money

ii. They sought to reason that this money could have been given to the
poor

iii. They could not appreciate how Mary’s gift symbolized her love and
regard for the Lord Jesus

c. The Gospel of John provides further insight cf. John 12:4-6

i. Judas was the one who instigated the other disciples concerning this
matter

ii. Not because he cared about the poor
iii. But because he was a thief who took from their money box
2. The Lord Jesus’ defense of Mary
a. He defended Mary and rebuked His disciples
b. To the Lord Jesus Matthew 26:10-13
i. Mary had done a good work
ii. This was Mary’s parting gift to the Lord as He approached His death
iii. What Mary did out of her love for the Lord would be remembered and
honored!
IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US ALL
1. Mary’s example
a. Adeep sense of love and worship for the Lord Jesus
b. Offering that which is of great value to the Lord Jesus

i. In honor of Him



ii. In humility
2. The weakness of the Disciples
a. They focused on the physical rather than spiritual value of Mary’s gift

b. They did not have the same heart of love and appreciation for the Lord Jesus
as Mary did

c. They were even critical of Mary
3. Our challenge to reflect and consider
a. The things we value most in our lives
b. Our own love and affection for the Lord Jesus

c. May we learn from Mary’s wonderful example



