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Jan-Apr Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”
Message Title : “Your will be done” 25 Jan 2026
Text: Matthew 26:36-46
INTRODUCTION
1. Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”

a. Reading Matthew 26-28 and concluding the Gospel of Matthew

b. To learn poignant lessons concerning the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ

c. To be challenged to find a deeper appreciation of the Lord Jesus and our
salvation in Him

2. Our focus today — “Your will be done” Matthew 26:36-46

TAKING TIME TO PRAY
1. The Lord Jesus
a. A most significant prayer life
i. 40 days and 40 nights Matthew 4
ii. Rising up early daily to pray Mark 1:35
b. He would now enter into a special time of prayer
i. As He approached His suffering and death

ii. As He sought to be obedient to the Father’s will



2. The Lord Jesus goes to Garden of Gethsemane
a. Bringing Peter, James and John with Him  Matthew 26:36-37
i. They were the closest disciples to Him

ii. They would need to learn important lessons to grow further for future
ministry

b. The great sorrow of the Lord Jesus Matthew 26:37-38

i. He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed as He faced the reality of
His suffering and death

ii. His soul was exceedingly sorrowful, to the point of death

iii. He commanded the 3 disciples to stay and watch with Him

STRUGGLING AND FINDING STRENGTH IN PRAYER
1. The first prayer of the Lord Jesus Matthew 26:39-40
a. He went a little further to be alone and fell on His face and prayed
“O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as |
will, but as You will.”
Matthew 26:39

b. The struggle of the Lord Jesus

i. His request for this cup (to suffer and die for the sins of man ) to pass from
Him

ii. His consciousness of the Father’s will and His desire to submit to it
c. Coming back to the disciples Matthew 26:40-41

i. They were sleeping instead of watching with the Lord in this hour of need



ii. They had to watch and pray in order to overcome temptation
iii. The spirit may be willing but the weakness of the flesh is real
2. The second prayer of the Lord Jesus Matthew 26:42-43

“O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless | drink it, Your will be done.”
Matthew 26:42

a. He no longer asked for the cup to be passed from Him

b. He prayed for the Father’s will to be done

c. Asignificant change from the first prayer

i. The struggle from the first prayer had gone

ii. There was now an acceptance of the Father’s will
d. The sad state of the disciples Matthew 26:43

i. They were found to be sleeping again

ii. They had not learnt despite being corrected

3. The third prayer of the Lord Jesus

a. He went away again, and prayed the third time
b. The same words were said (a strengthened affirmation of the second prayer)

“O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless | drink it, Your will be
done.”

Cf. Matthew 26:42
i. Full submission to the Father’s will

ii. Strength and resolve in obeying the Father’s will

THE POWER OF PRAYER

1. The Lord Jesus



a. He entered into the Garden of Gethsemane exceedingly sorrowful
b. He communed with the Father in prayer
i. Struggling
ii. Finding strength
c. The power and impact of His three prayers Matthew 26:45-46
i. Full acceptance that His hour of betrayal had come
ii. Absolute trust and obedience in the will of the Father
iii. Unwavering courage in rising and going towards His betrayer
2. The disciples — Peter, James and John
a. They were commanded by the Lord Jesus to watch and pray
b. Sadly
i. They were found sleeping yet again - three times
ii. They did not watch and pray

iii. They failed to overcome the weakness of the flesh

IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US ALL
1. The struggle of the Lord Jesus cf. Philippians 2:5-8
a. Tosuffer and die for the sins of man
b. To exercise trust and obedience to the Father’s will
c. We must not think that what the Lord Jesus went through was easy for Him
2. Appreciating how the Lord Jesus prayed

a. Presenting His sorrow and struggles in prayer



b. Learning to trust and obey the Father’s will in prayer
c. Finding strength and boldness in prayer to face suffering and death
3. Being warned by the weakness of the disciples
a. There is no power or strength to be found in ourselves
b. Without prayer, the weakness of the flesh will prevail even if the spirit is willing

c. Our faith and dependence must ever be on the Lord



