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Jan-Apr Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”
Message Title : “All the disciples forsook Him and left” 1 Feb 2026



Text: Matthew 26:31-35, 47-56
INTRODUCTION
1. Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”
a. Reading Matthew 26-28 and concluding the Gospel of Matthew

b. To learn poignant lessons concerning the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ

c. To be challenged to find a deeper appreciation of the Lord Jesus and our
salvation in Him

2. Our focus today — “All the disciples forsook Him and left”
Matthew 26:31-35, 47-56
THE LORD’S WARNING TO HIS DISCIPLES
1. The forewarning of the Lord Jesus Matthew 26:31-32
a. During His last supper with His disciples
b. That they will be made to stumble because of Him
i. This was prophesied by the prophet Zechariah cf. Zechariah 13:7
‘1 will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
ii. The betrayal and arrest of the Lord Jesus would fulfil prophecy
iii. It would also cause His disciples to flee and stumble in their faith
c. He would then go before them to Galilee after He has bene raised
2. The unfortunate response of Peter and the other Disciples Matthew 26:33-35
a. Peter dismissed the warning of the Lord Jesus
b. He even claimed that he would not deny the Lord Jesus even if he were to die

c. The other disciples followed Peter’s confident but wrong response

THE ARREST OF THE LORD JESUS



1. The arrest of the Lord Jesus Matthew 26:47-49

a. Judas Iscariot came to the Garden where the Lord Jesus was

b. With a great multitude of armed men from the chief priests and elders

He went up the Lord Jesus and kissed Him

As a sign to seize the Lord Jesus

2. Appreciating the Lord Jesus

a. His calmness Matthew 26:50

He stepped forward (fearlessly) to meet those who were after Him
cf. John 18:4-6

He addressed Judas as “friend” and did not react in anger to his
betrayal

b. His grace and mercy Matthew 26:51-52

Peter reacted by striking and cutting off the ear of the servant of the
high priest cf. John 18:10

The Lord Jesus rebuked Peter for such violence

The Lord Jesus graciously healed the injured man cf. Luke 22:51

c. His faith and obedience in the Father’s will Matthew 26:53-56

iv.

He spoke of His arrest as a fulfilment of Scripture and the Father’s
plan

He could have prayed for legions of angels to deliver Him

He reminded all that He taught daily, and there was no reason for
such violence against Him

He allowed Himself to be arrested in obedience to the Father’s will

3. The weakness of the Disciples

a. They had desired to remain faithful to the Lord Jesus

b. They even spoke sincerely and boldly of their commitment to Him



c. Yetin this hour of being tested
i. They were overcome by fear
ii. Their weak faith faltered

iii. All of them forsook the Lord Jesus and fled
Matthew 26:56

IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US ALL

1. Learning from how the Lord Jesus faced great challenges

Q

With prayer

b. With calmness and strength

o

With grace and mercy even to His enemies
d. With faith and obedience to the Father

2. Learning to avoid the mistakes the Disciples made
a. By heeding what the Lord says and warns

b. By not taking the strength of our faith for granted
(the self-confidence of the Disciples led to their failure)

c. By cultivating our faith and exercising it in every circumstance of life



