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Jan-Apr Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”
Message Title : “The challenge to be faithful to the end” 8 Mar 2026
Text: Matthew 27:55-61

INTRODUCTION
1. Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”
a. Reading Matthew 26-28 and concluding the Gospel of Matthew

b. To learn poignant lessons concerning the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ

c. To be challenged to find a deeper appreciation of the Lord Jesus and our salvation
in Him

2. Our focus today — “The challenge to be faithful to the end” Matthew 27:55-61

THE WEAKNESS OF THE DISCIPLES

1. The Disciples of the Lord Jesus
a. They had the privilege of following Him and learning from Him
b. They were deeply loved by the Lord Jesus
c. They too had genuineness of faith and love for the Lord Jesus
d. Yet, they struggled with weakness
2. The stumbling of the Disciples
a. The disciples forsook Him when He was arrested Matthew 26:56
b. Peter also denied the Lord Jesus three times Matthew 26:70, 72, 74
c. This was the sad state of the Disciples when their faith was tested

THE FEW WHO STOOD BY THE LORD JESUS AT HIS DEATH

1. This was specially noted by Matthew
a. Not all had forsaken the Lord Jesus
b. There were some who stood by the Lord Jesus even in His death



2. The women who followed the Lord Jesus

a. They had provided for Him from their substance throughout His ministry
Luke 8:1-3
b. They stood by Him till the end Matthew 27:55-56

i. They had followed Him from Galilee and ministered to Him
ii. They remained with Him even at His crucifixion and death, looking from afar

iii. Though they ministered in humble ways, they were devoted to the Lord Jesus
till the end, even when the Disciples forsook Him

3. Joseph of Arimathea  Matthew 27:57-61
a. He was rich and a prominent council member cf. Mark 15:43
b. He was a disciple in secret for fear of the Jews cf. John 19:38
c. Yet at the death of the Lord Jesus, he stepped forward to ask Pilate for the

body of the Lord Jesus
d. His faith expressed
i. In risking his personal reputation and well-being for the Lord Jesus

ii. In providing a costly new tomb for the Lord Jesus

THE CHALLENGE TO BE FAITHFUL TO THE END

1. The Disciples

a. They genuinely believed and loved the Lord

b. But they took their faith for granted

c. They stumbled when tested
2. Joseph of Arimathea

a. His initial faith was genuine but not strong

b. His faith was stirred and wonderfully expressed at the death of the Lord Jesus
3. The womenfolk

a. Their faith was truly outstanding
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They faithfully stood by the Lord Jesus
i. In His life
ii. In His death
Our challenge
To not only begin well but to end well
To keep growing in faith

To cultivate a faith that would enable us to be faithful to the end!



