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Jan-Apr Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”
Message Title : “The suppression of the truth” 19 Apr 2026
Text: Matthew 28:11-15
INTRODUCTION
3. Pulpit Series — “The Death and Resurrection of the Lord”

a. Reading Matthew 26-28 and concluding the Gospel of Matthew

b. To learn poignant lessons concerning the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ

c. To be challenged to find a deeper appreciation of the Lord Jesus and our
salvation in Him

4. Our focus today — “The suppression of the truth”  Matthew 28:11-15

THE TRUTH CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS
4. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus
a. He rose after three days as He said
b. His resurrection was witnessed
i. By the guards who were tasked to secure His tomb Matthew 28:1-4

ii. By the women who came by His tomb and met Him afterward
Matthew 28:5-9

5. The news of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus

a. The women were instructed by the angel to tell the Disciples that He is risen
from the dead Matthew 28:7

b. The women were also instructed by the Lord Jesus Himself
Matthew 28:10

i. To tell His brethren that He is risen

ii. That His brethren would see Him in Galilee



6. That the Lord Jesus would die and rise again
a. It was predicted by the Lord Jesus  Matthew 16:21, 17:22-23, 20:18-19
b. It was now fulfilled Matthew 28:11-15

c. It was meant to be shared to all

THE SUPPRESSION OF THE TRUTH BY THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ELDERS
4. The reaction of the guards who were meant to guard the Lord’s tomb

a. Great fear came upon them when they saw an angel open the tomb
Matthew 28:4

b. They came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that happened
Matthew 28:11

5. The evil plot of the chief priests and elders to suppress the truth  Matthew 28:12-14
a. The chief priests and elders consulted together
b. They bribed the soldiers with a large sum of money
i. To lie about the empty tomb
ii. To deny the resurrection of the Lord Jesus

iii. To lie that the disciples had taken His body - in contradiction to what
they earlier feared  cf. Matthew 27:62-66

c. They assured the soldiers of protection from the governor for spreading this
lie

6. The unfortunate consequences that followed Matthew 28:15
a. The soldiers took the money and did the evil they were instructed

b. The truth concerning the Risen Lord Jesus was suppressed and exchanged for
the lie

c. The lie continued to spread until “this day”

i. Years later (at the time of Matthew’s writing)



ii. Also applicable to today (centuries later)

IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US ALL
3. Truth
a. It can be suppressed and exchanged for the lie
b. But God will judge all evil and falsehood Romans 1:18, 24-25

c. The truth concerning the resurrection of Christ cannot be defeated by lies
and falsehood!

4. Our challenge
a. Ephesians 4:11-16
i. God has given us pastors and teachers to help
ii. To build us up in the unity of faith and knowledge of His Son
iii. That we should not be carried about by trickery and deceit
iv. That we may speak the truth in love
b. Ephesians 6:10-20
i. We wrestle against spiritual forces
ii. Our part to take up the whole armor of God
iii. To be watchful with perseverance and supplication

iv. To speak boldly and make known the mystery of the gospel



