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May-June Pulpit Series — “The Davidic Psalms”
Message Title : “Why do You stand afar off, O Lord?”

Text: Psalm 10

28 Jun 2026

INTRODUCTION

1. Pulpit Series — “The Davidic Psalms”
a. Reading selected Davidic Psalms
b. Understanding the context of each Psalm and what David was going through
c. Learning lessons about
i. God
ii. Exercising faith in God

2. Our focus today — “Why do You stand afar off, O Lord?”  Psalm 10

THE CONTEXT OF PSALM 10
4. No Superscription (Title of the Psalm)
5. ltis safe to attribute the authorship of Psalm 10 to David

a. Similar issues discussed when compared with David’s Psalms



i. Enemies
ii. Seeking God in prayer

b. Similar language when compared with David’s Psalms (particularly Psalm 9)

i. “Arise, O LORD” Psalm 3:7, 7:6 9:19, Psalm 10:12
ii. “He does not forget the cry of the humble” Psalm 9:12
“Do not forget the humble” Psalm 10:12
iii. “My King and my God” Psalm 5:2
“You sat on the throne” Psalm 9:4
“The LORD is King forever and ever” Psalm 10:16

6. The focus of Psalm 10 — exercising faith even when God seems to be “absent”

STRUGGLING WITH THE SEEMING “ABSENCE” OF GOD

3. The “absence” of God deeply felt as the Psalm begins

“Why do You stand afar off, O Lord? Why do You hide in times of trouble?”
Psalm 10:1

a. God seemed to be far away amidst the problems of life
b. God seemed to have hidden Himself in times of trouble
4. The reason for David’s struggle
a. Seeing the wicked in the world going unpunished Psalm 10:2-11
i. They have no consideration of God
ii. They even prosper
iii. They are proud, full of cursing and deceit
iv. They harm the innocent, helpless, and poor
b. What these observations brought about
i. Discouragement and doubts

ii. Questions about why God seems to be “absent” amidst the
wickedness in the world



CRYING OUT TO GOD IN PRAYER
3. The exercise of faith - turning to God
a. Thisis needed
b. This was what David chose to do, rather than remaining in his questions
c. This marked a major turning point in David’s journey
i. Seeing the wicked prosper
ii. Questioning God’s seeming “absence”
iii. Turning to God in faith and trust
4. Astrong personal plea Psalm 10:12-15
a. Indirect contrast to what the wicked has said in his heart
i. The wicked has said in his heart:
“God has forgotten, He hides His face; He will never see”
Psalm 10:11
David’s cry:
“Arise, O Lord! O God, lift up Your hand! Do not forget the humble.”

Psalm 10:12

ii. The wicked has said in his heart:
“You will not require an account”  Psalm 10:13

David’s cry:

“But You have seen, for You observe trouble and grief, to repay it by
Your hand. The helpless commits himself to You,; You are the helper of
the fatherless.” Psalm 10:14

iii. The wicked has said in his heart:
“I shall not be moved; I shall never be in adversity” Psalm 10:6

David’s cry:
“Break the arm of the wicked and the evil man; Seek out his

wickedness until You find none.” Psalm 10:15

b. David’s concluding meditation and trust Psalm 10:16-18



i. That the LORD is King forever and ever
ii. That He would ultimately deal with all wicked nations
iii. That He hears the desire of the humble

iv. That He prepares their heart
(strengthens the heart to trust Him and wait upon Him)

v. That He will ultimately do justice to the fatherless and oppressed

ENCOURAGEMENT TO US ALL
4. The injustices of life
a. They are real
b. They can affect us significantly
5. God
a. Heis never absent — He sees our troubles and griefs
b. He has not forgotten us — He hears our cries
c. He will act and bring about justice in His perfect time and plan
6. Our challenge
a. To not allow discouragement and doubts to take over
b. To learn to cry out to God and wait upon Him

c. To meditate in prayer and exercise trust in Him



