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Jul-Aug Pulpit Series — “The Davidic Psalms”

Message Title : “Keep me as the apple of Your eye” 23 Aug 2026

Text: Psalm 17

INTRODUCTION

1. Pulpit Series — “The Davidic Psalms”

a. Reading selected Davidic Psalms
b. Understanding the context of each Psalm and what David was going through
c. Learning lessons about

i. God

ii. Exercising faith in God



2. Our focus today — “Keep me as the apple of Your eye” Psalm 17

THE CONTEXT OF PSALM 17
1. Superscription (Title of the Psalm)
“A prayer of David.”
2. Understanding this prayer of David in Psalm 17
a. No specific context was noted in the Superscription
b. But the contents of this prayer revealed what David sought the Lord for
i. Vindication

ii. Protection

PRAYING FOR THE LORD TO VINDICATE
1. Seeking vindication from the LORD as Judge
a. The meaning of vindication
i. Toclear one’s name
ii. To prove one’s innocence (concerning a specific matter)
iii. Itis notto say that one is without sin entirely
b. What David could have possibly faced
i. Falsely and painfully accused of wrongdoing
ii. Beingjudged and put down by his enemies unfairly
2. David’s plea to the LORD
a. David’s understanding of the LORD as Judge
i. AjustJudge Psalm7:11

ii. He sits on His throne judging in righteousness Psalm 9:4



b. He now pleaded for the LORD

i. To hear ajust cause and attend to hiscry  Psalm 17:1

i. To give ear to his prayer which is not from deceitful lips  Psalm 17:1
iii. To personally vindicate David Psalm 17:2
iv. To look on the things that are upright Psalm 17:2
c. Reasons for vindication stated Psalm 17:3-4
i. The LORD has tested his heart
ii. The LORD has visited him in the night

iii. The LORD has tried him and has found nothing (concerning this spe-
cific matter he brought to the LORD in prayer)

iv. David has not transgressed with his mouth or entered into the paths
of the destroyer
PRAYING FOR THE LORD’S PROTECTION
1. The problem of enemies stated Psalm 17:9-12

a. Wicked and deadly enemies who speak proudly

b. The danger and threat faced
i. Oppressed
ii. Surrounded

iii. In danger of being torn apart and destroyed by strong enemies who
lurk in secret places

2. Turning to the LORD for His protection
a. Seeking the LORD’s protection
i. By upholding David’s steps Psalm 17:5
ii. By inclining His ear to David’s plea Psalm 17:6

iii. By showing marvelous lovingkindness Psalm 17:7



b. A deep appreciation of how the LORD would protect Psalm 17:8
i. The LORD will keep David as the apple of His eye

ii. The LORD will hide David under the shadow of His wings

FAITH FURTHER EXERCISED IN PRAYER
1. Forthe LORD to arise against David’s enemies Psalm 17:13
a. To confront and cast down
b. To judge with His sword
2. Forthe LORD to grant special satisfaction

a. Not satisfaction from physical and worldly possessions like the wicked
Psalm 17:14

b. But special satisfaction in the LORD Psalm 17:15

i. Trusting that the LORD will keep him now in this life
ii. Looking forward to seeing the LORD’s face in righteousness one day

iii. Being ultimately satisfied awaking in the LORD’s likeness when this
earthly life is over

ENCOURAGEMENT TO US ALL
1. Bringing our difficulties and troubles to the LORD
a. Honestly and humbly
b. He hears and answers!
i. Therighteous
ii. Those who trust in Him
2. To appreciate and seek the LORD’s keeping

a. He wonderfully keeps us as the apple of His eye



b. We can hide under the shadow of His wings!
3. To look forward to special satisfaction in the heart and soul
a. Not from physical and worldly possessions

b. Butin being with the LORD face to face!



