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YOUTH WORSHIP                                                          24 October 2026 
Text: Joshua 8:1-29 
Title: “So Joshua burned Ai” Joshua 8:28 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Battle of Ai     Joshua 7 
 
2. Israel was defeated by Ai 
 
3. The lessons learned at Jericho had been forgotten 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE LORD 
 
1 Now the LORD said to Joshua: “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the 
people of war with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the 
king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.  
 
2 And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil 
and its cattle you shall take as booty for yourselves. Lay an ambush for the city 
behind it.” 
 
Joshua 8:1-2 
 
1. The Lord’s Word is of vital significance 
 
“Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the people of war with you, and arise,  
go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and  
his land.”    Joshua 8:1 
 
2. The Defeat of Ai was foretold 
 
“And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil 
and its cattle you shall take as booty for yourselves. Lay an ambush for the city 
behind it.”    Joshua 8:2 
 

a) Fear of failure must be dismissed 
 
b) The army of Israel must be involved fully 

 
c) God had given the king of Ai, his land and his people to Joshua’s hand 

 
 
JOSHUA IN FULL OBEDIENCE MODE  
 
3 So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai; and Joshua chose 
thirty thousand mighty men of valour and sent them away by night.  
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4 And he commanded them, saying: “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against the city, 
behind the city. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you be ready.  
 
5 Then I and all the people who are with me will approach the city; and it will come 
about, when they come out against us as at the first, that we shall flee before them. 
 
 6 For they will come out after us till we have drawn them from the city, for they will 
say, ‘They are fleeing before us as at the first.’ Therefore we will flee before them.  
 
7 Then you shall rise from the ambush and seize the city, for the LORD your God will 
deliver it into your hand.  
 
8 And it will be, when you have taken the city, that you shall set the city on fire. 
According to the commandment of the LORD you shall do. See, I have commanded 
you.” 
 
Joshua 8:3-8 
 
1. Joshua sought to obey the Commander of the Lord’s Army 
 
2. God had spoken to Joshua about an Ambush 
 
3. Joshua had to plan the details 
 
4. He spoke with great confidence that they will defeat Ai 
 

a) God will deliver Ai to the hands of Joshua 
 

b) Israel must bravely fight against Ai 
 

c) The city of Ai must be razed to the ground 
 

d) The Commander’s word must be fully obeyed 
 

 
THE AMBUSH WAS SET IN MOTION 
 
9 Joshua therefore sent them out; and they went to lie in ambush, and stayed 
between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Ai; but Joshua lodged that night among 
the people.  
 
10 Then Joshua rose up early in the morning and mustered the people, and went up, 
he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.  
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11 And all the people of war who were with him went up and drew near; and they 
came before the city and camped on the north side of Ai. Now a valley lay between 
them and Ai.  
 
12 So he took about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and 
Ai, on the west side of the city.  
 
13 And when they had set the people, all the army that was on the north of the city, 
and its rear guard on the west of the city, Joshua went that night into the midst of 
the valley. 
 
14 Now it happened, when the king of Ai saw it, that the men of the city hurried and 
rose early and went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at an 
appointed place before the plain. But he did not know that there was an ambush 
against him behind the city. 
 
 15 And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by 
the way of the wilderness.  
 
16 So all the people who were in Ai were called together to pursue them. And they 
pursued Joshua and were drawn away from the city.  
 
17 There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. So they left 
the city open and pursued Israel. 
 
Joshua 8:9-17 
 
1. Joshua and the elders of Israel 
 

a) They would lead in the battle 
 

b) They would draw the army of Ai out 
 

c) They were to lose this battle and retreat 
 

2. Ai and Bethel  
 

a) Ai had fought the first battle and won 
 
b) They had become overconfident of themselves 

 
c) They mustered all their soldiers in the city to give chase 

 
d) Bethel was a city in close proximity 

 
e) It had chosen to be allied with Ai 
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5. Five thousand soldiers who lay hidden 
 

a) They will arise 
 
b) They will attack the city of Ai 

 
THE DEFEAT OF AI 
 
18 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out the spear that is in your hand toward 
Ai, for I will give it into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the spear that was in 
his hand toward the city.  
 
19 So those in ambush arose quickly out of their place; they ran as soon as he had 
stretched out his hand, and they entered the city and took it, and hurried to set the 
city on fire.  
 
20 And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and behold, the smoke of 
the city ascended to heaven. So they had no power to flee this way or that way, and 
the people who had fled to the wilderness turned back on the pursuers. 
 
21 Now when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that 
the smoke of the city ascended, they turned back and struck down the men of Ai.  
 
22 Then the others came out of the city against them; so they were caught in the 
midst of Israel, some on this side and some on that side. And they struck them down, 
so that they let none of them remain or escape.  
 
23 But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua. 
 
Joshua 8:18-23 
 
1. The Commander’s word to Joshua 
 

a) “Stretch out the spear that is in your hand”     Joshua 8:18a 
 

b) “And Joshua stretched out the spear that was in his hand toward the city”        
       Joshua 8:18b 
 

2. The armies of Ai and Bethel 
 

a) The city of Ai was in flames 
 

i) They knew what that meant 
 
ii) Ai had been captured 
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b) Joshua was no more in Retreat 

 
i) He turned to fight the enemies 
 
ii) They defeated Ai and Bethel soundly 

 
JUDGMENT METED OUT AGAINST AI AND ITS KING   
 
24 And it came to pass when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of 
Ai in the field, in the wilderness where they pursued them, and when they all had 
fallen by the edge of the sword until they were consumed, that all the Israelites 
returned to Ai and struck it with the edge of the sword.  
 
25 So it was that all who fell that day, both men and women, were twelve thousand—
all the people of Ai.  
 
26 For Joshua did not draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the spear, 
until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 
 
27 Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as booty for themselves, 
according to the word of the LORD which He had commanded Joshua.  
 
28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation to this day.  
 
29 And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until evening. And as soon as the sun was 
down, Joshua commanded that they should take his corpse down from the tree, cast 
it at the entrance of the gate of the city, and raise over it a great heap of stones that 
remains to this day. 
 
Joshua 8:24-29 
 
1. The soldiers of Ai were slain 
 
2. The city of Ai was razed to the ground 
 
3. The livestock and spoils of the city were given to the soldiers of Israel 
 
4. The King of Ai was sentenced to death by hanging 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. Obedience 
 

a) To the Divine Commander of the Lord’s army 
 
b) To Joshua, the earthly commander of the Lord’s army 
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2. Victorious 
 

a) Over Fears and doubts 
 
b) Battling with faith and hope  

 
3. Debrief 
 

a) Jericho was a much larger city but it was easily conquered 
 
b) Ai had a small population of only 12,000 but had defeated Israel who had a 

very large army 
 

c) There were deep lessons for all to learn 
 
i) For Joshua 
 
ii) For the children of Israel 
 
iii) God’s Presence was of vital significance (not experience) 


